
MESSAGE BASED SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS 
1. Why do you find it is hard to be transparent in a 
marriage relationship? 
 

2. Do you think John Ortberg's comment relationship 
grow deep when people become real" is true or 
false?  Why? 
 

3. Do you think people struggle with fear of rejection 
in their relationships?  Why do you think a wedding 
ceremony and marriage commitment does not change 
this fear on its own? 
 

4. What are some things people can do to become more 
transparent in their relationships? 
 

5. When you think of the Bible's teaching on "accepting 
one another", how does this challenge you 
most?  What are some things that stop people from 
accepting others? 
 

6. How understanding God's acceptance of us help us to 
accept others—especially our spouse? 
 

7. Since we all want to be accepted, why do you think 
we struggle so much with accepting others? 
 

8. How does God's love at work in us change the way 
we see people, including our spouse? 
 

9. "God’s plan for my marriage is to be given, guided, 
guarded, and energized by the grace of God"  

a. What does this mean and how is this different 
from "Living happily ever after"? 
b. What three things you can do this week to 
make this a greater reality in your marriage? 
c. What is holding you back from experiencing 
love, joy and giving full acceptance to your 
spouse? 
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“Accept one another, then, just as Christ 
accepted you, in order to bring praise to 
God.”   

Romans 15:7, NIV 
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